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(57) ABSTRACT

A motor vehicle parking lock device has at least one locking
element for locking a parking lock piston in a positive-fit
manner and a release unit having at least one electromagnetic
actuator for releasing the parking lock piston. The release unit
has a hydraulic and/or pneumatic actuator acting parallel to
the electromagnetic actuator and which releases the parking
lock piston at least in the event of a failure of the electromag-
netic actuator.

4 Claims, 1 Drawing Sheet
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MOTOR VEHICLE PARKING LOCK DEVICE
HAVING AT LEAST ONE LOCKING
ELEMENT

BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY OF THE
INVENTION

Exemplary embodiments of the present invention relate to
a motor vehicle parking lock device.

German patent document DE 10 2005 060 583 Al dis-
closes a motor vehicle parking lock device having a locking
element for locking a parking lock piston in a positive-fit
manner, and having a release unit having at least one electro-
magnetic actuator for releasing the parking lock piston.

German patent document DE 10 2006 049 639 Al dis-
closes a parking lock device that is locked by means of a
hydraulic or pneumatic actuator.

European patent document EP 1 855 033 A2 discloses a
motor vehicle parking lock device having a parking lock
piston which is hydraulically or pneumatically actuatable and
having a locking device, wherein the parking lock piston may
be brought into the parking position by means of a spring.

U.S. patent document US 2007/125619 Al discloses a
motor vehicle parking lock device having at least one locking
element for locking a parking lock piston in a positive-fit
manner, and having a release unit that has at least one elec-
tromagnetic actuator for releasing the parking lock piston.
The release unit has a second actuator acting parallel to the
electromagnetic actuator and which is provided for releasing
the parking lock piston at least in the event of a failure of the
electromagnetic actuator.

Exemplary embodiments of the present invention are
directed to a simple motor vehicle parking lock device.

Exemplary embodiments of the present invention are
directed to a motor vehicle parking lock device having at least
one locking element for locking a parking lock piston in a
positive-fit manner, and having a release unit, which has at
least one electromagnetic actuator for releasing the parking
lock piston.

In accordance with exemplary embodiments of the present
invention the release unit has a hydraulic and/or pneumatic
actuator acting parallel to the electromagnetic actuator and
which releases the parking lock piston at least in the event of
a failure of the electromagnetic actuator. Redundant release
of the parking lock piston may thus be achieved, so that the
parking lock piston may be released in a particularly advan-
tageous manner, even in the event of a failure and/or a defect
of'the electromagnetic actuator. A design of the motor vehicle
parking lock device may thus be simplified, so that the motor
vehicle parking lock device may be designed for a fairly large
operating range in a particularly simple manner. A robust,
simple motor vehicle parking lock device may be provided in
this way. A “parking lock piston” should be understood as an
axially movable piston which is movably coupled to a parking
lock pawl for engaging and disengaging a parking lock. The
term “locking the parking lock piston” should be understood
as an axial fixing of the parking lock piston, and thus a
retention of an engaged or disengaged state of the parking
lock. The term “release of the parking lock piston™ should be
understood as a detachment of the axial fixing of the parking
lock piston. In the present context, the term “paralle]l” should
be understood as a magnetic force that is generatable by the
electromagnetic actuator and a hydraulic and/or pneumatic
force that is generatable by the hydraulic and/or pneumatic
actuator have the same effect, specifically, release of the
parking lock piston, whereby the release in each case may be
carried out by the electromagnetic actuator or by the hydrau-
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lic and/or pneumatic actuator. The term “provided” should be
understood as specially programmed, designed, equipped,
and/or situated.

Further, in accordance with exemplary embodiments of the
present invention, the locking element has a positive-fit con-
tour provided for locking the parking lock piston in a hydrau-
lically and/or pneumatically non-overpressurable manner.
Reliable locking of the parking lock piston may thus be
achieved, so that unintentional release of the parking lock
piston may be avoided. The term “in a hydraulically and/or
pneumatically non-overpressurable manner” should be
understood as meaning that a release of the parking lock
piston due to a hydraulic and/or pneumatic force acting on the
parking lock piston that is provided for switching the parking
lock piston is not possible.

Additionally, the motor vehicle parking lock device has a
single-acting actuating cylinder that is provided for switching
the parking lock piston into a non-parking position, and has a
spring which is provided for switching the parking lock piston
into a parking position. The motor vehicle parking lock
device may be simplified in this way. A “single-acting actu-
ating cylinder” should be understood as an actuating cylinder
that is provided solely for forming a single pressure chamber
that is provided for the hydraulic and/or pneumatic switching
of'the parking lock piston. The term “pneumatic switching of
the parking lock piston” should be understood as an axial
displacement of the parking lock piston into an axial position
associated with the parking position or the non-parking posi-
tion. A “parking position” should be understood as a position
in which a parking lock is engaged. A “non-parking position”
should be understood as a position in which the parking lock
is disengaged and/or is designed as a driving position. A
“pressure chamber” should be understood as a chamber
which includes at least one stationary wall and at least one
movable wall and which may be acted on hydraulically and/or
pneumatically.

In particular, it is advantageous for the motor vehicle park-
ing lock device to have an operating medium pressure supply,
and a switching valve which in a first valve position fluidi-
cally connects the hydraulic and/or pneumatic actuator to the
operating medium pressure supply, and in a second valve
position fluidically connects the actuating cylinder to the
operating medium pressure supply. The parking position and
the non-parking position may thus be switched in a particu-
larly advantageous manner. An “operating medium pressure
supply” should be understood as a unit composed of hydrau-
lic and/or pneumatic elements, for example a pump, a switch-
ing valve, a line, a diaphragm, and/or the like, which is/are
necessary for supplying the switching valve with an operating
medium.

It is also advantageous when the locking element is pro-
vided for locking the parking lock piston in the parking posi-
tion and in the non-parking position. A particularly advanta-
geous motor vehicle parking lock device may thus be
provided in which the parking lock piston may be reliably
locked in the parking position and in the non-parking posi-
tion.

Furthermore, exemplary embodiments of the present
invention are directed to a method for releasing a parking lock
piston of a motor vehicle parking lock device, in particular a
motor vehicle parking lock device according to the invention,
in which the parking lock piston is released by an electromag-
netic actuator and/or by a hydraulic and/or pneumatic actua-
tor. An emergency release may thus be achieved in a particu-
larly simple manner.

In addition, for the method a parking lock piston locked in
a non-parking position is released by the hydraulic and/or
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pneumatic actuator, and a parking lock piston that is locked in
aparking position is released by the electromagnetic actuator.
An advantageous release of the parking position and of the
non-parking position may be achieved in this way.

Further advantages result from the following description of
the drawing.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING
FIGURES

FIG. 1 schematically illustrates a motor vehicle parking
lock device in accordance with exemplary embodiments of
the present invention.

One exemplary embodiment of the invention is illustrated
in the drawing. The drawing, the description, and the claims
contain numerous features in combination. Those skilled in
the art will also advantageously consider the features indi-
vidually and combine them into further meaningful combi-
nations.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 shows a schematic illustration of a motor vehicle
parking lock device according to the invention. The motor
vehicle parking lock device is part of an automatic transmis-
sion device, not illustrated in greater detail, having a parking
lock. The transmission device is designed as a motor vehicle
transmission device. The motor vehicle parking lock device is
provided for blocking a gearwheel set, not illustrated in
greater detail, of the transmission device, or a shaft, notillus-
trated in greater detail, of the transmission device by means of
a parking lock pawl.

The motor vehicle parking lock device has an operating
medium pressure supply 17 for providing an operating
medium, and thus an operating medium pressure. The oper-
ating medium pressure supply 17 is provided for setting a
working pressure and a control pressure. The operating
medium pressure supply sets a constant control pressure that
is limited by the working pressure. In this regard, a “control
pressure which is limited by the working pressure” should be
understood as a control pressure corresponding to the work-
ing pressure up to a maximum value. In principle, the oper-
ating medium pressure supply 17 may also set a constant
control pressure corresponding to the working pressure.

The operating medium pressure supply 17 includes two
pumps, not illustrated in greater detail. One of the pumps is
designed as a primary pump mechanically coupled to an
engine of a motor vehicle that has the motor vehicle parking
lock device. The other pump is designed as an additional
pump that is provided for assisting the primary pump or for
providing the operating medium when the engine is switched
off. The additional pump is designed as an electric pump. The
pumps are each designed as an oil pump.

The motor vehicle parking lock device has a hydraulic
actuating unit 19 for switching the parking lock. The actuat-
ing unit 19 has a parking position in which the parking lock is
engaged, and a non-parking position in which the parking
lock is disengaged. In the parking position the parking lock is
activated, and in the non-parking position the parking lock is
deactivated.

The actuating unit 19 has a single-acting design. For
switching the parking lock, the actuating unit 19 includes a
single-acting actuating cylinder 15, a single side-acting park-
ing lock piston 11, and an actuating element 20. The actuating
cylinder 15 is provided for switching, and thus for moving,
the parking lock piston 11 into the non-parking position. The
parking lock piston 11 is situated so as to be axially displace-
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able in the actuating cylinder 15. The parking lock piston 11
is fixedly connected to the actuating element 20. The parking
lock piston and the actuating element have a one-piece
design. The parking lock piston 11 is movably coupled to the
parking lock pawl by means of the actuating element 20. By
means of the parking lock piston 11, the actuating element 20
is axially displaceable in two mutually opposite switching
directions 22, 23 along its main direction of extension 21. The
actuating element 20 actuates the parking lock pawl. The
switching direction 22 is associated with the non-parking
position; i.e., an axial movement of the parking lock piston
11, and thus of the actuating element 20, in the switching
direction 22 results in disengagement of the parking lock. The
switching direction 23 is associated with the parking position;
i.e., an axial movement of the parking lock piston 11, and thus
of the actuating element 20, in the switching direction 23
results in engagement of the parking lock. The actuating
element 20 is designed as an actuating rod.

The actuating unit 19 has a pressure chamber 24 for
hydraulically setting the non-parking position. The pressure
chamber 24 is provided for switching the non-parking posi-
tion, and thus for disengaging the parking lock. The actuating
element 20 is axially displaceable in the switching direction
22 by an action of pressure by the pressure chamber 24. The
pressure chamber 24 is formed by the actuating cylinder 15
and the parking lock piston 11 situated in the actuating cyl-
inder 15. The actuating cylinder 15 movably accommodates
the parking lock piston 11 for forming the single pressure
chamber 24. The pressure chamber 24 is formed by the actu-
ating cylinder 15 and a contact surface 25 of the parking lock
piston 11 facing away from the actuating element 20. The
contact surface 25 is formed as a movable wall of the pressure
chamber 24. The contact surface 25 of the parking lock piston
11 converts an operating medium pressure prevailing in the
pressure chamber 24 into an actuating force on the parking
lock piston 11, and thus on the actuating element 20.

The actuating unit 19 has a spring 16 for the mechanical
automatic switching of the parking lock piston 11 into the
parking position. The spring is provided for automatically
setting the parking position. The spring 16 is provided for
pressureless setting of the parking position, and thus for set-
ting the parking position without hydraulic assistance. The
spring 16 is functionally situated between the actuating cyl-
inder 15 and the parking lock piston 11, and is situated outside
the actuating cylinder 15. An elastic force of the spring 16 acts
against the force generated in the pressure chamber 24 by the
operating medium pressure. The elastic force of the spring 16
acts in the switching direction 23. The spring 16 is provided
for setting the parking position when the pressure chamber 24
is pressureless. In principle, the spring 16 may also be hydrau-
lically assisted for setting the parking position.

The motor vehicle parking lock device has a mechanical
locking unit 26 for locking the actuating unit 19, and thus for
locking the parking lock piston 11. The mechanical locking
unit is provided for detent locking of the actuating unit 19, and
thus of the parking lock piston 11. The locking unit 26 is
provided for locking the parking lock piston 11 in the parking
position, and thus for locking an engaged parking lock, and
for locking the parking lock piston 11 in the non-parking
position, and thus for locking a disengaged parking lock. The
locking unit 26 has a hydraulically non-overpressurable
design. The locking unit is not releasable as the result of a
force in the pressure chamber 24 acting on the parking lock
piston 11.

The locking unit 26 includes two positive-fit contours 27,
28 which are introduced into the actuating element 20. The
actuating element 20 forms the positive-fit contours 27, 28.
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The positive-fit contour 27 is associated with the parking
position, and the positive-fit contour 28 is associated with the
non-parking position. The positive-fit contours 27, 28 each
have a bevel-free design; i.e., they have no striking surfaces
that are provided for frictionally engaged locking, and thus
for hydraulically overpressurable locking.

The locking unit 26 has a locking element 10 for the posi-
tive-fit locking of the parking lock piston 11 in the parking
position and in the non-parking position. The locking element
10 locks the parking lock piston 11 in the parking position or
in the non-parking position as needed. In the parking position
the locking element 10 engages with the positive-fit contour
27. In the non-parking position the locking element 10
engages with the positive-fit contour 28. The parking lock
piston 11 is locked in a positive-fit and hydraulically non-
overpressurable manner due to engagement of the locking
element 10 with one of the positive-fit contours 27, 28. The
locking element 10 has a positive-fit contour which corre-
sponds to the positive-fit contours 27, 28. The positive-fit
contour of the locking element 10 locks the parking lock
piston 11 in a hydraulically non-overpressurable manner. The
positive-fit contour of the locking element 10 has a bevel-free
design, and has no striking surfaces which result in non-
overpressurable locking. When the locking element 10 is
engaged, a vertical wall of the positive-fit contour of the
locking element 10 contacts a vertical wall of the correspond-
ing positive-fit contour 27, 28. The locking unit 26 also has a
spring 29 that presses the locking element 10 against the
actuating element 20. The spring 29 pushes the positive-fit
contour of the locking element 10 into the respective positive-
fit contour 27, 28. A locking force acting on the parking lock
piston 11, which is locked in the parking or non-parking
position, results from the locking element 10 and the elastic
force of the spring 16.

The motor vehicle parking lock device has a release unit 12
for releasing the parking lock piston 11. The release unit 12
has an electromagnetic actuator 13 and a hydraulic actuator
14 for redundant release. The electromagnetic actuator 13 and
the hydraulic actuator 14 are each provided for releasing the
parking lock piston 11. The parking lock piston 11 may be
released by the electromagnetic actuator 13 or by the hydrau-
lic actuator 14. For switching the parking position, the park-
ing lock piston is released by the hydraulic actuator 14, and
for switching the non-parking position is released by the
electromagnetic actuator 13. The parking lock piston 11,
which is locked in the non-parking position, is released by the
hydraulic actuator 14, and the parking lock piston 11, which
is locked in the parking position, is released by the electro-
magnetic actuator 13.

For releasing the parking lock piston 11, the electromag-
netic actuator 13 provides a magnetic force acting on the
locking element 10. The electromagnetic actuator releases the
parking lock piston 11 for switching the non-parking posi-
tion. The electromagnetic actuator 13 releases the parking
lock piston 11, which is locked in the parking position. For the
release, the electromagnetic actuator 13 provides a magnetic
force acting against an elastic force of the spring 29. For the
release, the electromagnetic actuator 13 detaches a positive-
fit connection between the locking element 10 and the park-
ing lock piston 11, and pushes or pulls the locking element 10
from the positive-fit contour 27. For the release by means of
the electromagnetic actuator 13, a control and regulation unit,
not illustrated in greater detail, of the motor vehicle parking
lock device energizes the electromagnetic actuator 13, thus
detaching the positive-fit connection. The electromagnetic
actuator 13 is designed as a solenoid.
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The hydraulic actuator 14 acts parallel to the electromag-
netic actuator 13. For releasing the parking lock piston 11, the
hydraulic actuator 14 provides a hydraulic force acting on the
locking element 10. For switching the parking position, the
hydraulic actuator releases the parking lock piston 11. The
hydraulic actuator 14 releases the parking lock piston 11,
which is locked in the non-parking position. For the release,
the hydraulic actuator 14 provides a hydraulic force acting
against the elastic force of the spring 29. For the release, the
hydraulic actuator 14 detaches a positive-fit connection
between the locking element 10 and the parking lock piston
11. The hydraulic actuator pushes or pulls the locking ele-
ment 10 from the positive-fit contour 28. The hydraulic actua-
tor 14 has a pressure chamber for providing the hydraulic
force, and thus for the hydraulic release. The parking lock
piston 11 is releasable by an action of pressure by the pressure
chamber of the hydraulic actuator 14. A contact surface of the
pressure chamber of the hydraulic actuator 14 converts an
operating medium pressure prevailing in the pressure cham-
ber into a release force on the locking element 10, the release
force acting against the elastic force of the spring 29.

In principle, the actuator 14 may also be designed as a
pneumatic actuator. In principle, the electromagnetic actuator
13 may also be provided for releasing the parking lock piston
11 that is locked in the non-parking position, and thus may
simultaneously act on the locking element 10, in parallel with
the hydraulic actuator 14, for releasing the parking lock pis-
ton 11 which is locked in the non-parking position. The park-
ing lock piston 11, which is locked in the non-parking posi-
tion, may thus be released, even in the event of a failure of the
electromagnetic actuator 13. The hydraulic actuator 14 is thus
provided for releasing the parking lock piston 11 in the event
of a failure of the electromagnetic actuator 13, and thus for
emergency release. The hydraulically non-overpressurable
locking unit 26 is disengaged in such a way that the locking of
the parking position and of the non-parking position may be
detached only by means of the electromagnetic actuator 13 or
by means of the hydraulic actuator 14.

The motor vehicle parking lock device has an automati-
cally switching valve 18 for supplying the pressure chamber
24 and the pressure chamber of the hydraulic actuator 14 with
the working pressure. The switching valve 18 has a first valve
position and a second valve position. In the first valve posi-
tion, the switching valve 18 fluidically connects the hydraulic
actuator 14 to the operating medium pressure supply 17 and
fluidically disconnects the actuating cylinder 15 from the
operating medium pressure supply 17 (see FIG. 1). In the first
valve position, the switching valve 18 supplies the pressure
chamber of the hydraulic actuator 14 with the working pres-
sure. In the second valve position, the switching valve 18
fluidically connects the actuating cylinder 15 to the operating
medium pressure supply 17 and fluidically disconnects the
hydraulic actuator 14 from the operating medium pressure
supply 17. In the second valve position, the switching valve
18 supplies the pressure chamber 24 of the actuating cylinder
15 with the working pressure. The first valve position is
associated with the parking position, and the second valve
position is associated with the non-parking position. For
switching the parking position, the switching valve 18 sup-
plies the pressure chamber of the hydraulic actuator 14 with
the working pressure, and for switching the non-parking posi-
tion, supplies the pressure chamber 24 of the actuating cylin-
der 15 with the working pressure. The switching valve 18 is
fluidically connected to the hydraulic actuator 14 by means of
an operating medium pressure line 30. In addition, the switch-
ing valve 18 is fluidically connected to the actuating cylinder
15 by means of an operating medium pressure line 31.
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The switching valve 18 has a switch slide 32 and a spring
33, the spring 33 being functionally connected to the switch
slide 32. The spring 33 is provided for automatically displac-
ing the switch slide 32 into the first valve position, and thus
automatically switching the first valve position of the switch-
ing valve 18. In the first valve position, the switching valve 18
connects the pressure chamber 24 of the actuating cylinder 15
to a pressureless operating medium reservoir 34. In the first
valve position, the switching valve fluidically connects the
operating medium pressure line 31 to the pressureless oper-
ating medium reservoir 34.

The switching valve 18 has a first control volume 35 for
providing a force acting against the spring 33. The first con-
trol volume 35 acts against an elastic force of the spring 33.
The force in the first control volume 35 is provided for push-
ing the switch slide 32 against the elastic force of the spring
33, and thus for pushing the switch slide from the first valve
position. The force is provided for displacing the switch slide
32 into the second valve position. The force in the first control
volume 35 is designed as an operating medium pressure act-
ing against the elastic force of the spring 33. The force is
designed as the constant control pressure, which is limited by
the working pressure. The first valve position is thus designed
as a normal position, and the second valve position is
designed as a switching position, of the switching valve 18.

The switching valve 18 has a second control volume 36 for
providing a force acting with the spring 33. The second con-
trol volume 36 acts against the first control volume 35. The
two control volumes 35, 36 are situated opposite one another.
The second control volume 36 acts in addition to the elastic
force of the spring 33, and acts in the same direction as the
elastic force of the spring 33. The force in the second control
volume 36 is provided for pushing the switch slide 32 against
the first control volume 35, and thus for pushing the switch
slide from the second valve position. The force is provided for
displacing the switch slide 32 into the first valve position. The
force in the second control volume 36 is designed an operat-
ing medium pressure acting with the elastic force of the spring
33 and acts against the force in the first control volume 35.
The force is designed as the constant control pressure, which
is limited by the working pressure. The spring 33 is situated in
the second control volume 36.

The motor vehicle parking lock device has a pilot pressure
line 37 for supplying the first control volume 35 of the switch-
ing valve 18 with the constant control pressure. The pilot
pressure line 37 fluidically connects the operating medium
pressure supply 17 to the first control volume 35. The oper-
ating medium pressure supply 17 is provided for setting the
constant control pressure, which is limited by the working
pressure, in the pilot pressure line 37, and thus in the first
control volume 35 of the switching valve 18.

The motor vehicle parking lock device has a pilot pressure
line 38 for supplying the second control volume 36 of the
switching valve 18 with the constant control pressure. The
pilot pressure line 38 fluidically connects the operating
medium pressure supply 17 to the second control volume 36.
The operating medium pressure supply 17 is provided for
setting the constant control pressure, which is limited by the
working pressure, in the pilot pressure line 38, and thus in the
second control volume 36 of the switching valve 18.

The motor vehicle parking lock device has a working pres-
sure line 39 for supplying the hydraulic actuator 14 and the
actuating cylinder 15 with the working pressure. The operat-
ing medium pressure supply 17 is provided for setting the
working pressure in the working pressure line 39. The oper-
ating medium pressure supply is provided for setting the
working pressure in the working pressure line 39 for switch-
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ing the non-parking position, and in another operating state,
for releasing the parking lock piston 11, which is locked in the
non-parking position. In the first valve position, the switching
valve 18 fluidically connects the working pressure line 39 to
the pressure chamber of the hydraulic actuator 14, and in the
second valve position fluidically connects the working pres-
sure line 39 to the pressure chamber 24.

The motor vehicle parking lock device has an externally
controllable control valve 40 for switching the second valve
position of the switching valve 18, and thus for fluidically
connecting the pressure chamber 24 to the working pressure
line 39. The control valve 40 is provided for setting the control
pressure in the second control volume 36. For setting the
control pressure in the second control volume 36, the control
valve 40 fluidically connects and disconnects the pilot pres-
sure line 38 to/from the operating medium pressure supply
17. For switching the first valve position, the control valve 40
connects the operating medium pressure supply 17 to the pilot
pressure line 38, and thus to the second control volume 36.
For switching the second valve position, the control valve 40
disconnects the operating medium pressure supply 17 from
the pilot pressure line 38, and thus from the second control
volume 36. The control valve 40 is provided for fluidically
disconnecting the pilot pressure line 38, which is fluidically
connected to the control volume 36 of the switching valve 18,
from the pilot pressure line 37 in one operating state, and for
fluidically connecting to the pilot pressure line 37 in another
operating state. The control valve 40 fluidically connects the
two pilot pressure lines 37, 38 to one another as a function of
an external signal from the control and regulation unit, so that
the spring 33 automatically switches the first valve position of
the switching valve 18, or fluidically disconnects the two pilot
pressure lines 37, 38 from one another, as the result of which
the constant control pressure in the first control volume 35 of
the switching valve 18 overpressures the spring 33 and
switches the second valve position of the switching valve 18.
The control valve 40 is provided for switching between the
parking position and the non-parking position without a
mechanical coupling between the operation and the mechan-
ics, whereby the parking lock piston 11, whichis locked in the
non-parking position, is directly hydraulically released for
switching the parking position.

In an operating state in which the parking lock is engaged,
and the actuating unit 19 is thus switched into the parking
position, for releasing the parking lock piston 11 locked in the
non-parking position, the control and regulation unit activates
the control valve 40, so that the control valve 40 fluidically
connects the pilot pressure lines 37, 38 to one another. The
same constant control pressure thus prevails in the second
control volume 36 in which the spring 33 is situated, and in
the control volume 35 of the switching valve 18, so that the
spring 33 immediately automatically displaces the switch
slide 32 into the first valve position. The pressure chamber 24
is thus fluidically connected to the pressureless operating
medium reservoir 34, and the pressure chamber of the
hydraulic actuator 14 is fluidically connected to the working
pressure line 39, so that the pressure chamber of the hydraulic
actuator 14 is acted on by the working pressure. As a result, a
hydraulic release force acting against the elastic force of the
spring 29 acts on the locking element 10, so that the locking
element 10 is moved from the positive-fit contour 28, and the
parking lock piston 11 is released. The spring 16 subse-
quently automatically displaces or presses the released park-
ing lock piston 11 into the parking position. If the operating
medium pressure supply 17 is disconnected, for example due
to switching off the engine of the motor vehicle, in the event
of a defect of the operating medium pressure supply 17, or
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upon deactivation of the control valve 40 for switching the
second valve position, the spring 29 of the locking unit 26
automatically pushes or presses the locking element 10 into
the positive-fit contour 27, thus locking the parking lock
piston 11 in the parking position. The parking lock is
engaged.

In an operating state in which the parking lock is disen-
gaged, and the actuating unit 19 is thus switched into the
non-parking position, the control and regulation unit activates
the electromagnetic actuator 13 to release the parking lock
piston 11 locked in the parking position. As a result, a mag-
netic release force acting against the elastic force of the spring
29 acts on the locking element 10, so that the locking element
10 is moved from the positive-fit contour 27, and the parking
lock piston 11 is released. When the electromagnetic actuator
13 is activated, the control and regulation unit deactivates the
control valve 40, so that the control valve 40 fluidically dis-
connects the pilot pressure lines 37, 38 from one another. As
a result, a higher constant control pressure prevails in the
control volume 35 than in the control volume 36, so that the
force in the control volume 35 displaces the switch slide 32
into the second valve position. As a result, the pressure cham-
ber 24 is fluidically disconnected from the pressureless oper-
ating medium reservoir 34, and the pressure chamber of the
hydraulic actuator 14 is fluidically disconnected from the
working pressure line 39, the pressure chamber 24 being
simultaneously connected to the working pressure line 39, so
that the pressure chamber 24 is acted on by the working
pressure. As a result, a force acts against the elastic force of
the spring 16, so that the parking lock piston 11 is displaced
into the non-parking position. For releasing the non-parking
position, the control and regulation unit subsequently deacti-
vates the electromagnetic actuator 13, so that the spring 29
automatically displaces the locking element 10 into the posi-
tive-fit contour 28 and locks the parking lock piston 11 in the
non-parking position. The parking lock is disengaged.

In this exemplary embodiment, the control and regulation
unit energizes and thus activates the electromagnetic actuator
13 solely for releasing the parking lock piston 11 that is
locked in the parking position. However, the control and
regulation unit may also energize and thus activate the elec-
tromagnetic actuator 13 for releasing the parking lock piston
11 locked in the parking position, and for releasing the park-
ing lock piston 11 locked in the non-parking position. The
hydraulic actuator 14 is thus provided only for emergency
release. The hydraulic actuator 14 and the electromagnetic
actuator 13 simultaneously provide the release force for
switching the parking position, and thus provide a redundant
release force. For switching the parking position, a hydraulic
force provided by the hydraulic actuator 14 and a magnetic
force which is simultaneously provided by the electromag-
netic actuator 13 act on the locking element 10. If the elec-
tromagnetic actuator 13 now fails due to a defect, the parking
lock piston 11, which is locked in the non-parking position, is
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released solely by the hydraulic actuator 14, so that the park-
ing position may be set even in the event of a failure of the
electromagnetic actuator 13.

The foregoing disclosure has been set forth merely to illus-
trate the invention and is not intended to be limiting. Since
modifications of the disclosed embodiments incorporating
the spirit and substance of the invention may occur to persons
skilled in the art, the invention should be construed to include
everything within the scope of the appended claims and
equivalents thereof.

The invention claimed is:

1. A motor vehicle parking lock device, comprising:

at least one locking element configured to lock a parking
lock piston in a positive-fit manner;

a release unit having at least one electromagnetic actuator
configured to release the parking lock piston, wherein
the release unit has a further actuator acting parallel to
the electromagnetic actuator and which is configured to
release the parking lock piston at least in an event of a
failure of the electromagnetic actuator, wherein the fur-
ther actuator is a hydraulic or pneumatic actuator;

a single-acting actuating cylinder configured to switch the
parking lock piston into a non-parking position;

a spring configured to switch the parking lock piston into a
parking position;

an operating medium pressure supply; and

a switching valve having a first valve position and a second
valve position, the switching valve fluidically connects
the hydraulic or pneumatic actuator to the operating
medium pressure supply when in the first valve position,
and fluidically connects the actuating cylinder to the
operating medium pressure supply when in the second
valve position.

2. The motor vehicle parking lock device according to
claim 1, wherein the locking element has a positive-fit con-
tour configured to lock the parking lock piston in a hydrauli-
cally or pneumatically non-overpressurable manner.

3. The motor vehicle parking lock device according to
claim 1, wherein the locking element is configured to lock the
parking lock piston in the parking position and in the non-
parking position.

4. A method for releasing a parking lock piston of a motor
vehicle parking lock device, wherein the parking lock piston
is releasable by an electromagnetic actuator or by a hydraulic
or pneumatic actuator, the method comprising:

releasing the parking lock piston locked in a non-parking
position by the hydraulic or pneumatic actuator by the
hydraulic or pneumatic actuator providing a force acting
against an elastic force of a spring to push or pull a
locking element from a positive-fit contour; and

releasing the parking lock piston locked in a parking posi-
tion by the electromagnetic actuator.
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